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Message from 

the President: 

July was a good 

month for 

participating in FEN 

events topless.  The 

Pacific Northwest 

Historics at Pacific 

Raceway was well 

attended on a hot 

sunny day. The 

picnic, held at the 

Mud Mountain Dam 

recreation site, was 

held under the shade 

of the shelter.  Ella 

and Hazel had a 

wading pool to keep 

them cool.  The rest 

of us huddled in the 

shade.  Norm again 

provided a colorful 

drive. 

I would urge the 

membership to 

participate in the 

drives and ralleys to 

see Western 

Washington.  I have 

seen towns and 

roads I didn’t know 

existed as I followed 

the directions to the 

next clue. 

August starts with 

the club meeting on 

the 4
th

 then the 

Buckland tour on 

Saturday, August 7.  

Rex Rice has more 

info inside.  We 

have a week-end 

Report on the Mud Dam Picnic  
Between Enumclaw and Buckley, along Highway 410 is the turnoff to Mud 

Mountain Dam.  Norm Smith laid out a pleasant drive from I-5 to lead us to the 
recreation site.  Well equipped with tables, grills, shelters (which Norm 

reserved), clean rest rooms (cold and hot running water) lots of grass and a 
wading pool made for a pleasant setting for our picnic.  The weather was too 
cooperative, meaning VERY hot.  But, between the cold drinks, watermelon and 
wading pool, a good time was had by all.  For a spot with so many amenities it 

certainly was not crowded.  It’s a spot worth visiting a second time. 

 

Ask Robin Feature 
Here is the question submitted to Robin: How often should the brake fluid be 

changed and what is the best way to do it? 

Here is Robin’s reply:  Brake fluid should be changed yearly but it seldom does, 

I suggest you change it at least every two years.  Brake fluid attracts water out 
of the atmosphere, which gradually turns the brake fluid into water.  This is no 
good!!! 
Brake cylinders rust (iron) or corrode if alloy - causing leaks and sticking in the 
brake hydraulic system and eventual failure of brakes. 
There are three main types of brake fluid; Dot. 3 and Dot. 4 (normal use) and 
Dot. 5 (silicone), which is not normally used on older cars. 
Home bleeding of the system is quite simple. Top off master cylinder 
reservoir with Dot. 4 fluid, place bleed tube on nipple and depress brake pedal 
SLOWLY to expel old fluid into a catch container. Pump the pedal SLOWLY until 
fluid level in reservoir is 3/4 down. Close nipple while bleed tube is under fluid 

level in catch container to stop any air entering the system.  Bleed all four 
wheels in the same manner (keeping master cylinder reservoir topped 
up). Typically, you should start with the wheel furthest from the Master 

Cylinder and work your way closest. On a car with a rear proportioning valve 
(like the FIAT 124/131), you must support the rear axel to bleed the rear 
brakes properly. If the axel is hanging, the valve will cut off fluid flow making 
bleeding difficult. GOOD LUCK! Note: if you have problems see me at the next 

meeting. 
 
Robin. 
 
Please send your questions for Robin to: editor@fiatnorthwest.org 

 



drive on the 

calendar for 21-22 

August.  We may 

want to consider a 

substitute for the 

weekend of 

September 17-18 to 

Winthrop. Give a 

look at the website: 

www.winthropwash

ington.com/event.  

Stay tuned. 

Bob Yetter is our 

new VP.  

Congratulations 

Bob! 

All for now.  See 

you Wednesday, 

August 4 at 

Romio’s. 

 

Ciao 
 

Mike Wayte 

 

 

July Meeting Minutes 
FEN Meeting notes - July 2004 
 
There was no meeting in July; instead we had a great turnout at the Pacific 
Northwest Historics at Pacific Raceways.  Our 25 or so Fiats were once again 

located right next to the grandstands and in perfect view for all who wanted to 
see great examples of fine Italian craftsmanship.  The highlight of the day was 
the lunchtime tour of the track.  It was hard to see the Fiats, as they were a 
blur going by the grandstands (just dreaming!). 

 
There were three Fiat 600s and a nice Lancia Fulvia Zagato racing.  Next year 
there will be the addition of a 1969 124 Coupe driven by your humble editor. 

 
If you missed it this year, you should plan to be there next year as it is a great 
time for all. 

Buckland Tour 
The Buckland Tour is coming up on August 7th, 2 to 4 pm. The rough schedule 
would be to meet at Bergstrom's antique auto store, find lunch & then be at 
Buckland's place by 2. I'm inviting everyone to visit my wine operation (right 

around the corner) and tour Fort Flagler & museum just up the road. 
Buckland's collection is about 34 cars & motorcycles jammed into a low 
building attached to the house. Some examples: A Bugatti (in the living room), 

a '56 Mercedes Gullwing (bought new in '56), a 3-wheeled Morgan, a very rare 
Fiat Abarth & various cars in work or ignored condition. Ted Buckland is a 
master machinist & craftsman. He builds black powder dueling pistols & 
wonderful steering wheels, using his 15-ton milling machine & 5-ton drill press.  

House rules: 
The island has a serious water shortage so avoid using the toilet there. Go 
before you get there or use the sani-can at the general store. 
 
Don't drool on the Gullwing; Ted feels that it isn't as important as many of the 
other cars. 
 
Ted and his wife are quite reclusive; very few people on the island have seen 
the collection, but they open it up to a few car clubs as they feel they have a 

responsibility to share them.    
 
Driving directions to Buckland's: 
From Kingston (or Bremerton) cross the Hood Canal Bridge and turn right at 

1st road. Drive through Paradise Bay to Port Ludlow. Right at 1st stop sign 
onto Oak Bay Road. Continue until you see the signs for Indian Island Nordland 
and Fort Flagler State Park on the right. Follow same. This is Flagler road. 

Continue past the Nordland Store at Mystery Bay. Buckland's is about 1/4 mile 
past the store on the left. I'll have a balloon at the driveway. If you see 
Mystery Bay State Park, You've gone too far. 
Lost? Call me @ 360-379-0593 
Rex Rice 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Vice President 
 

Congratulations to Bob Yetter, our new Vice President!!! 

Calendar 
 

 Calendar of Events 

2004 

 

Event DAY/TIME LOCATION 

   
FEN Meeting August 4@7:30 

Meeting 
Come early for Dinner 

Romio’s Pizza & Pasta 

Buckland Collection August 6/ Marrowstone Island 

Weekend Drive August 21&22@ TBD 

FEN Meeting Sept 1@7:30 Meeting 

Come early for Dinner 

Romio’s Pizza & Pasta 

Italian Concorso Sept 5@10:00am Pier 62/63 

FEN and Spokane Club 
Ralley 

October 1&2@7:30am Wenatchee 

FEN Meeting Oct 6@7:30 Meeting 

Come early for Dinner 

Romio’s Pizza & Pasta 

Maryhill Loops Hill Climb October 8&9 SOVERN Event 

Fall Tour with Oregon Fiatsi October 22 & 23 Details Forthcoming 

FEN Meeting Nov 3@7:30 Meeting 
Come early for Dinner 

Romio’s Pizza & Pasta 

Guy Fawkes Celebration November 5 Details Forthcoming 

FEN Christmas Party 5 December Baker/Wayte Residence 

 

September 5th, Italian Concours At The Pier 
 
This event is put on annually by the Ferrari Club. In the past we have had 

approx. 10 cars participate. As in previous years, it costs $35 to show your car, 

as an individual, at the pier. As a club, if we can assemble 10 cars (minimum) 

from the club, our rate will be $25 per car. In order for us to get the reduced 

rate, you must contact me at treasurerfiatnorthwest@msn.com or by phone at 

425-483-9765. This event is on Sunday, September 5, from 8:00 a.m. until 

4:00 p.m. It is a lot of fun to see other Italian cars, motor scooters, cycles and 

schmooze with the owners and perhaps win a door prize. David Moise won a 

trip to Italy for 2 one year. The ladies also like the shopping nearby. Feel free 

to contact me if you want more information.  Dan Rian 

 

FESTA ITALIANA AT THE SEATTLE CENTER 
 
October 2nd and 3rd is the Festa Italiana at the Seattle Center. There are Italian 

product booths, food booths, Chef demonstrations, etc. You can check it out 
further on FestaSeattle.com.  There is no charge for us to display our cars in 
the area of the old flag plaza by the fountain. This happens to be the same 
weekend as our over night Wenatchee trip. But for those of you not attending 
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Wenatchee, it is a fun thing to do. As David Moise says “when else can you 
park in the middle of the Center.” You can show the car both days or only one. 

They need a listing of the cars that are going to show for security reasons so 
let me know if you plan to attend. Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 or email 
dsrian@msn.com. 

 

Register Your Spider 
Register your Spider. 
 
Ralf de Vree in Germany has created a registry for all known running or not 

running FIAT 124 Spider, 2000 spiders or Pininfarina spiders ever built. 
He has thousands of cars from around the world organized by country and 
type. 
 

http://www.fiatspider.de/e/l_3c.htm 
 
The registry is divided in two parts: one by body- or chassis-no. (VIN) and 

the other by region (location) around the world. The possibility to register 
is given with the link to the registry form. 
 
Check it out and get your Spider registered! 

 

Have a great month with your top down! 

 

Barry Shamis 

  


