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Message from

the President:
The April 10 visit to Griot’s
garage inspired a few of us
to clean up our cars a little
more for the April 24 MG

Rallye.  The weather looked
unsettled as we left Seattle
for the Mount Vernon start,
but the day improved as
time went on.  The Seattle
Times published three large
photographs of participating
cars in the Local News
section of their April 25

edition.  Unfortunately none
were Fiats.
May has several events on
the calendar for the true
enthusiast starting with the
Spring Sprints on the 15th

&16th.  This is a race for
pre-1970 cars at Pacific

Raceways starting at 9:00
a.m. each day.  The
following Saturday (May
22) is the Spring Rally.  As
details of this drive are
unavailable at press time
there will be a separate
mailing with information.

But!! Save the date. The
month closes out with the
Puget Sound British
Automotive Society’s Run
to the Gorge, a 2+ day back
country tour of Washington
from Tacoma to Hood
River, Oregon.  Closer to

home, the monthly meeting
is at Romeo’s on May 5th
at 7:30. Norm Smith has
arranged for an insurance
agent to speak with us
about insuring our seldom
driven cars.  Some folks
park their cars most of the

winter but pay full freight
insurance.  Starke Shelby
will shed some light on the
subject.  Hope you will
find the talk useful and
money saving.
  See you at Romeo’s.

FIATs Rule at MG Rally
Not really but I refuse to talk about MG’s or any other model in this newsletter.

I understand people had a great time and the weather cooperated.

New Newsletter Feature
At our last meeting it was suggested that we have a technical questions section

of the newsletter.  Robin Bee graciously volunteered to field the questions and

provide us with his insight and expertise.  We have aptly named the feature,

“ASK ROBIN”

So, we need you to submit your questions to Robin.  Any question to do with

keeping your Fiat on the road will do.  Please send your questions to

editor@fiatnorthwest.org

April Meeting Minutes
FEN Meeting Notes

Wayte: skiing Mammoth; Peach... sick. So it was left to Danny Boy to run the
meeting, which started at 7:31 p.m.

New members were introduced, and then existing members also introduced
themselves.

Old Biz

Norm's tune-up rallye was awesome! Good turnout, top-down day, who could ask
for more? Results were:
· 1st Bob Yetter and Claire Greer
· 2nd Trent and Morgan Wagner
· 3rd Greg and Elinor Smith

Norm did a great job as rallye master, getting us ready for the MG Car Club Tulip
Rallye.

New Biz

Norm proposed some ideas for some new rallyes - more tours really - longer than a
rally with questions, e.g. a run down to the east viewpoint of Mt St. Helens.

Vintage Racing at Pacific Raceways (careful now - it's not been S.I.R. for quite
 ti  )  $25 f    d  d i  (b i ) $25 f  dditi l 



some time now). $25 for a car and a driver (bargain) $25 for additional passenger
(bargain - where else can you get the opportunity of seeing people risk wrecking
one of a kind cars you'd give your eye-teeth to own!). Remember all proceeds to
Children's Hospital. Once again F.E.N. will have a primo spot right by the track.
Dan is going to go ahead and buy up the maximum 20 spots, so cash please people
by June 15th if you are coming.

The newsletter is no on the website and this month we only had to send 17 hard
copies by snail mail.

Dan put in a plug for his and Sooz's new show - Arsenic and Old Lace. For tix call
Dan and Sooz. The show is on during May.

The spring rallye in May is still TBD. One idea pitched was a tour around Hood
Canal. This prompted a fierce debate between Dan Rian and Bert Cripe on
alternative routes around Hood Canal. The spat ended when Bert challenged Dan to
produce a map with route around Hood Canal that did not include highway 101.

David - tanned and relaxed from a recent trip to Mayhico, noted that he saw a Fiat
Spider for sale on the Baja peninsula for 80,000 pesos (around 5,900 EUR).

The topic of insurance came up again. Norm thinks he has a tame agent who might
be willing to come out and talk to the group. Others indicated that Hagerty
Insurance is a little more open to the definition "pleasure use" - oh the mind
boggles!

There then followed the drawing for door prizes. 2X tee shirts and a hat were duly
handed out to the luck winners.

Quick discussions were held regarding the Father's day car show in Vancouver and
the Greenwood car show.

Dan gave a report on his car, which is now purring like the kitten it is, and the
meeting closed.

P.S. It was later discovered that we had not received the Treasurer's report, solvent
but... 31 NOT YET PAID. Currently the club has a total of 76 trombones listed on
the roster.

Time To Pay Your Dues!!!
If you are reading this and have not paid your 2004 dues, it is the LAST newsletter
you will receive.  It is time to pay your dues.  Contact Dan Rian or just go to the
website and use Paypal but the grace period is officially over!



Build a Fiat By Tearing One Apart
By

Barry Shamis

The Fiat bug hit me again about 2 years ago.  I had owned 3 Fiats in the early 70’s
and 80’s but had lost touch for almost 20 years.  So I started again by buying a
1979 Spider that turned out to be a disaster (I remember Peach in the parking lot at
Romio’s trying to be kind but finding it hard when looking at my new purchase).

I decided that this time I would do most of the work myself.  Armed with a shop
manual and box of tools, I proceeded to make a bad car worse.  That is when I
discovered Ray Mortensen at Performance Apex and decided to put his two kids
through college.  Restoring my 79 Spider became a very expensive adventure.

Everyone I spoke with told me how easy Fiats were to work on.  I tried and tried
and then tried again but could not quite get it right.  (If Ray had two more kids I
would have probably put them through college as well).  And then suddenly,
everything turned around.

I bought a 1977 Spider that was closed to wrecked but had these beautiful 15-inch
wheels.  The wheels were worth the price I paid for the car.  So I towed the car
back, removed the wheels and let the car sit.  As I tried to figure out what to do
with the car I had the crazy idea that I should tear it apart.  The serious guys would
call it parting the car out.

So off I went with my box of tools to figure out how these crazy beasts are put
together.  And much to my surprise, everything made sense.  I remember once
trying to change a bulb in my instrument panel and getting completely freaked out
by the spaghetti bowl of wires back there.  But when I took the parts car apart and
removed the entire instrument panel it actually made sense.  Taking the dash out
was a real eye opener.  There is this tremendous sense of relief and freedom when
you take something apart and are not terrified that you will have to reassemble it.

The bottom line is that I learned more about Fiats and how they work by tearing
one apart then I ever did reading manuals and trying to fix things on my own.
They really are pretty simple machines that generally make sense in an Italian kind
of way.   Even the electrical makes sense (not that it is efficient) when you can
trace a wire from the fuse box out to a specific area.  This entire exercise was great,
except for a few busted knuckles.

I am not recommending that you all go out and get a parts car to tear apart.  But, if
you get the chance to work with someone else who might have one, I know you
will find the exercise enlightening.  One 1977 Fiat Spider gave its life to the cause
so many others could live.
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Calendar

Monthly Meeting Wednesday May 5 at Romio’s.  Special speaker on

insurance for your classic car.

Spring Sprints May 15-16, 2004

Pacific Raceway in Kent, WA will be hosting the Spring Sprints for vintage Pre

1970 cars at 9:00am each day.

Spring Rally May 22, 2004

Lock up this date.  The details are about to be published but you will want to

save the date for our Spring rally.

Arsenic and Old Lace Every Friday and Sunday in May

Joseph Kesselring’s famous classic comedy will be the spring show at the

Curtain Call Theater.  And, Dan Rian will be prominently featured.  You can get

tickets by calling the theater at 425-487-2441 or Sooz at 425-483-9765.

Sounds like lots of fun!

Final Note
Please submit your questions for the Ask Robin section.  You can send your

questions to editor@fiatnorthwest.org

Have a great month with your top down!

Barry Shamis


